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The Quality of University Dissertations’ Vivas in The Field of
Educational Sciences at Minia University: A Field Study
By

Dr. Mohammed Khalil Dr. Elham Ali
Abstract

The current research aimed at discovering the quality of the vivas of
university dissertations in the field of educational sciences in the Faculty of:
Education, Specific Education, Physical Education, Education for Early
Childhood and Art Education. The researchers used the descriptive method to
describe and analyse the degree of achieving the quality of the vivas with their
three phases (pre viva, while viva and post viva) in the field of educational
sciences. A questionnaire prepared by the researchers was applied and the
actual total number of the research sample was (263), including: (147) staff
members, and (116) research students at the level of Master and PhD levels.

Results revealed that the quality of the university dissertations’ vivas in
the field of educational sciences is achieved with a medium degree as the mean
of response is (0.62) which ranges between the minimum and the maximum
boarder of the confidence limits. The procedures and mechanisms of preparing
for the viva and also these carried out after the viva were the most problematic
aspects. As for the procedures and mechanisms followed during the viva
session, they are achieved with a medium degree. The responses of the research
sample assured that there were no statistically significant differences between
the responses of both the staff members and the research students about the
quality of the vivas, that is, the research sample agreed that the quality of the
vivas is not in the hoped and desired way; This prevents vivas from achieving
their goals. And it negatively affects their outcomes represented in: firstly, the
scientific dissertation which represent an original scientific contribution in the
cognitive field and secondly, the research student and his role as an
independent researcher in the future.

The research recommended that faculties have to design a program for
preparing the research students for their vivas, put an obligatory roster
including all quality regulations and indicators for evaluating the vivas, put
shared specific and previously agreed upon standards that regulate the process
of selecting the potential examiners which is based on a database, provide their
libraries with the most updated books, references, researches and studies
pertaining to viva, and prepare archives (videos) of the vivas inside the
departments.

Key Words: Quality- Viva- University Dissertation- Educational Sciences.
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(Lorrie Blair, dsalall z a4 e (ppdBlia 3599 Saadiall ciligll 3 cilaalad) (e
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Gad) Gl ald s Mied SEN plaia¥) W o(Gagd) Aad) el 7 i) 48
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.(Fred C. Lunenburg and Beverly J. Irby, 2008, p. 244) 4l
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ae Baaidl Aslaall 4iliiiy ((Sara Delamont, et al, 2004, p. 143)
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.Cooksey and Gael McDonald, 2019, pp. 1084-1085)
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Blga Ay Loud juad cdy b Al Jlaal a8l alilly daalall Ao 38y
Wil o Spdalaall odgd Aailall Aujleall JI Wy Wolgh) Adde g Lalt A
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Al sl maddl of Ol oo ST il ¥ AaapalsY) Cluipal) pand (lgle
.(Helena Aittola, 2008, p. 166)
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.Bawa, 2007, p. 215)
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Gan clghy L GAUAS lly Al dalal) ALY o ABlu Alaje s a3
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A ol olaall pEl o quuad patlild LS e Sl B L cdadlal)
Maaliad) 0 ) sgandl Alauyl) U5 Vg AuBlial) ¢ lgid) any Adpll
el o (V2 0) Balall ) 1aldy cLiiall dnaly (B Jilal) ABliag (aidy Lady
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Lial) claaladl any B LEBUA) sl (ulng (Paul Oliver, 2014, p. 6)
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:(Rowena Murray, 2015, p. 47) ¢ & sl usi) 594l WSI &3 3 algall
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(James E. Mauch and Namgi Park, 2003, p. 271).4ial) slasi
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